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THE  MEANING  OF  MEMBERSHIP 

By  Norman  J.  Whitney 

Following  is  an  extract  from  the  William  Penn  Lec- 
ture, Into  Great  Waters,  delivered  March  24,  1957,  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  Norman  J.  Whitney  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  Meeting,  formerly  associate  professor  of  English 
at  Syracuse  University  and  presently  consultant  on  peace 
education  for  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee. 
We  are  indebted  to  The  Friends  Journal  for  this  excerpt. 

The  question  of  membership  and  the  mutual 
responsibilities  of  members  and  Meetings  is  a 
live  one.  . . . The  difficulty  arises  from  the  re- 
sponsibility of  trying  to  maintain  a noncreedal 
religious  fellowship  whose  definition  and  disci- 
pline are  to  be  established  by  many  groups, 
often  small  and  widely  scattered,  but  always  au- 
tonomous. 

I shall  try  to  suggest  three  aspects  of  the  prob- 
lem. First,  there  is  the  problem  of  dispersed 
and  diversified  Meetings,  not  based  on  geo- 
graphic, vocational,  or  social  community  of  ex- 
perience. How  are  the  scattered  members  of 
such  Meetings,  living  under  the  pressures  of  su- 
personic speed,  going  to  overcome  the  sheer 
physical  obstacles  to  the  building  of  the  wor- 
shiping community  or  holy  fellowship  out  of 
which  a true  sense  of  the  meeting  can  rise?  For 
the  sense  of  the  meeting  does  not  come  in  re- 
sponse to  the  ritual  observance  of  “a  few  mo- 
ments of  silence;”  it  rises  out  of  the  unhurried 
communion  of  spirit  that  breeds  mutual  trust 
and  confidence  in  which  real  sharing  is  possi- 
ble; it  comes  from  lives  that  know  each  other 
in  that  which  is  eternal,  yes,  but  who  have  also 
worked  and  played,  thought  and  prayed,  togeth- 
er in  that  which  is  of  today,  temporal.  In  a 
word,  let  us  ask  ourselves  soberly,  “Have  we 
time  to  be  Quakers?”  . . Responsible  member- 
ship in  the  Society  of  Friends  takes  time  and 
discipline. 

Second,  there  is  the  question  of  a basic  philos- 
ophy of  membership.  Howard  Brinton  has  writ- 
ten of  two  differing  concepts  of  church  func- 
tion: “The  power  of  the  early  Church  could  be 
recovered  if  the  Church  today  thought  of  itself, 
not  as  serving  a pedagogical  function,  but  as  it- 
self being  a community  which  demonstrated  in* 
its  own  life  the  nature  of  a Christian  society.” 
Alexander  Purdy  reminds  us  that  the  first  Chris- 
tians thought  of  themselves  as  “a  colony  of  heav- 
en,” approximating  the  divine  community.  Some 
of  the  issues  that  perplex  will  be  resolved  when 
we  make  up  our  minds;  better,  when  we  reach 
a sense  of  the  meeting  as  to  whether  we  want 
to  be  a preparatory  school  or  a demonstration 
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of  the  Kingdom. 

Third,  there  is  the  need  for  definition.  Mem- 
bership without  definition  is  essentially  mean- 
ingless, but  we  must  not  confuse  such  definition 
with  creed. 

Neave  Brayshaw  comments:  “The  Society  of 
Friends  is  not  merely  a religious  club,  having 
as  its  basis  of  membership  nothing  more  than 
profession  of  belief  in  the  ‘Inner  Light;’  it  ex- 
ists to  bear  corporate  witness  to  the  principles 
and  practices  for  which  it  stands.  .”  Such  con- 
cepts of  membership  do  not  presume  the  impo- 
sition of  a theological  creed  or  doctrine;  they  do 
presume  an  active  mutual  concern  and  the  re- 
sponsible exercise  of  spiritual  discipline  as  to 
matters  of  conduct  and  behavior.  These  are  al- 
most forgotten  arts  among  us. 

Perhaps  the  three  most  significant  of  our  his- 
toric testimonies  for  these  days  are  the  testi- 
mony against  all  war,  the  testimony  against  all 
discrimination  and  exploitation,  and  the  testi- 
mony against  oaths.  These  are  intricately  inter- 
woven with  each  other  and  with  the  whole  fab- 
ric of  our  faith.  These  are  necessary  deductions 
from  the  principle  of  the  inner  light;  and  it  is 
still  true  as  earlier  Friends  remind  us,  that  “the 
want  of  consistency  in  any  weakens  the  testi- 
mony of  the  whole.”  . . 

Answering  That  of  God 

Fox’s  comment  is  clear: 

This  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  God  to  you  all  and 
a charge  to  you  all  in  the  presence  of  the  living  God: 
be  patterns,  be  examples  in  all  countries,  places,  is- 
lands, nations,  wherever  you  come:  that  your  carriage 
and  life  may  preach  among  all  sorts  of  people,  and 
to  them;  then  you  will  come  to  walk  cheerfully  over 
the  world,  answering  that  of  God  in  every  one. 

No  one  can  or  should  try  to  escape  the  evan- 
gelistic urge  of  this  oft-repeated  charge  of  Fox 
to  his  followers.  No  one  can  be  possessed  of 
profound  truth  without  seeking  to  communicate 
it;  no  one  can  be  possessed  by  an  overwhelming 
love  without  the  need  to  share  it.  The  first 
Publishers  of  Truth  spent  themselves  royally  to 
spread  the  good  news  with  which  their  hearts 
burned.  It  is  not  on  the  need  or  the  right  to 
publish  truth  that  we  are  likely  to  differ  today, 
but  on  the  what  and  the  how. 

A very  wise  and  gentle  non-Christian  to 
whom  this  question  was  put  in  my  hearing  an- 
swered, “The  sincere  believer  has  both  the  need 
and  the  right  to  proclaim  his  message,  provid- 
ing always  that  he  does  it  in  deep  humility  and 
with  complete  respect  for  the  beliefs  of  others.’ 
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This  is  not  only  a clear  test:  it  is  a severe  one. 
Look  back  to  Fox  now:  “Be  patterns,  be  exam- 
ples . . . that  your  carriage  and  life  may 
preach.” 

In  these  two  counsels  we  have  both  the  spirit 
and  the  method  of  a Quaker  approach  to  mis- 
sions; with  humility,  with  respect;  not  by  words 
only  but  by  deed  and  life  are  we  to  answer 
that  of  God  in  every  one.”  And  how  many  and 
how  eager  we  shall  find  the  listeners  and  how 
quick  their  response!  Such  an  approach  leaves 
no  place  for  the  imperialistic  demands  that  have 
made  the  missionary  movement  a decisive  in- 
fluence in  our  Father’s  one  world  and  have 
brought  it  into  such  disrepute  among  so  many 
great  peoples.  . . 

The  question  is  often  put:  “Why  cannot  we 
shake  the  nation  as  George  Fox  did?  Now  most 
people  hardly  know  where  our  meeting  house 
stands.”  I would  agree  with  John  William  Gra- 
ham that  the  question  is  largely  superficial.  It 
is  true  that  we  have  lost  the  first,  fresh  rapture 
and  enthusiasm  of  a new  movement;  it  is  true 
that  we  have  watered  down  our  testimonies  and 
conformed  to  largely  to  the  “world”  around  us; 
but  there  is  also  a profound  change  in  the  intel- 
lectual climate  of  our  lives.  New  conditions  call 
not  for  new  principles  but  for  a fresh  vocabu- 
lary; truth  is  still  truth,  but  each  generation  has 
the  responsibility  of  restating  the  eternal  in 
terms  of  the  contemporary.  The  Society  of 
Friends  needs  interpreters  and  publishers  today 
as  it  always  has;  as  it  always  will. 

FROM  "VISITATION  AMONG  FRIENDS" 

Last  year  the  Friends  World  Committee  issued  a 
pamphlet  by  Ferner  Nuhn  of  Claremont  Meeting  (420 
West  8th,  Claremont,  Calif.).  Its  sub-title  “Suggestions 
and  Aids  for  Traveling  Friends”  suggests  how  valuable 
it  is  for  the  traveler,  but  the  little  folder  also  is  useful 
to  those  Meetings  and  Friends  groups  which  are  to  be 
visited.  It  may  be  ordered  from  Friends  World  Com- 
mittee, 20  South  12th  Street,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa.;  single 
copies  are  free,  each  additional  copy  5c.  ( It  is  also  to 
be  hoped,  of  course,  that  Friends  will  be  interested 
enough  in  the  work  of  the  committee  to  help  with  it! ) 

We  present  here  only  one  section  from  the  pamphlet, 
merely  to  give  an  indication  of  what  the  pamphlet  con- 
tains.—Ed. 

Visiting  New  Meetings 

Friends’  lack  of  a strong,  centralized  organi- 
zation means  that  the  nurture  of  new  meetings 
depends  chiefly  upon  the  spontaneous  concern 
of  individuals.  In  early  Quaker  days,  men  pow- 
erfully moved  by  the  vision  that  “Christ  has 
come  to  teach  His  people  Himself”  traveled  far 
and  wide,  drawing  groups  of  seekers  together, 
and  helping  to  establish  local  meetings.  Other 
Friends,  similarly  motivated,  followed  the  first 
travelers  and  strengthened  the  life  of  the  young 
meetings. 

In  our  day,  Friends  meetings  and  churches 
are  usually  started  by  a nucleus  of  Friends  or 
friends  of  Friends  who  find  themselves  in  a 
place  where  no  Friends  group  exists.  Our  pas- 


toral Yearly  Meetings  may  provide  special  help 
for  the  starting  and  nuture  of  a new  church. 
But  a new  group  of  any  sort  can  be  greatly 
aided  by  the  visits  of  experienced  Friends. 

New  groups  of  Friends  and  seekers  are  al- 
most certain  to  be  interested  in  such  questions 
as  “What  do  Friends  believe?”  “What  is  the 
basis  of  membership?”  “What  is  the  Quaker 
peace  testimony?”  “What  do  Friends  think  about 
the  sacraments?”  A visitor  needs  to  have  clear, 
informed,  convinced,  but  unpartisan  and  un- 
polemic conceptions  of  these  matters.  Most  of 
all,  he  needs  to  have  a sense  of  the  inner  signi- 
ficance of  all  religious  activity.  This  he  can 
derive  only  from  his  own  experience.  By  this 
touchstone  he  may  recognize  spiritual  experi- 
ence and  spiritual  seeking  in  others,  even 
though  it  may  take  different  forms  from  his 
own. 

He  will  want  to  be  completely  honest  about 
the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends.  While  he  has  a vision  of 
the  profound  and  limitless  Truth  to  which 
Friends  witness,  he  must  franklv  report  the  facts 
about  the  actual  family  of  Friends  as  it  exists 
in  the  world,  with  its  limited  numbers,  its  con- 
flicts and  divisions,  its  failures  in  living  up  to 
its  professed  ideals. 


LIGHT— OUTGOING  AND  SPIRITUAL 

Akegare  ne 
Uruwashiki  Nihon 
Heryuji 

Hiru-ne  miakashi 
Itsu  mata  tewan 

This  is  the  poem  by  Lucille  Nixon  of  Palo  Alto, 
Calif.,  which  was  the  first  poem  written  by  a non- 
Japanese  to  win  one  of  the  fifteen  prizes  in  the  Japanese 
Imperial  Poetry  contest.  It  was  sent  to  us  by  Edwin 
Sanders  of  the  Pasadena  A.F.S.C.  office  (Box  966-M, 
Pasadena  20,  Calif. ) , who  writes  in  the  regional  News- 
letter of  the  office:  “Our  Japanese  Friends  Center  in 
Tokyo  hummed  with  royal  activity  as  the  ‘Poetry  Princess 
from  Palo  Alto’  was  brought  to  Japan  to  take  part  in  the 
Imperial  ceremony  so  vividly  described  by  Elizabeth 
Grey  Vining  in  her  book  Windows  for  the  Crown  Prince.” 
The  poems  submitted  are  all  one  subject,  this  year’s  being 
“Tomoshibi,”  or  “light  — outgoing  and  spiritual,”  and 
all  are  in  the  Japanese  classical  form  of  “tanka,”  five 
lines  and  32  syllables. 

This  is  a translation  of  Lucille’s  poem: 

Though  longing  for  lovely  Japan 
Even  more  do  I wish 
To  return  to  Heryuji  Temple 
Where  the  altar  light 
Glows  eternally. 

After  Lucille  Nixon’s  prize-winning  poem  was  printed 
in  the  Newsletter,  Ed  received  a “tanka”  in  English  by 
Hava  Krascof  (2001  Holly  Ave.,  Arcadia,  Calif.).  We 
have  his  permission  to  use  it  here: 

The  Need 

Thirst  for  blueing  peaks 
Burns  steady  in  the  clear  eye. 

The  need  to  move  with 
The  Star  as  enduring  guide 
Spurs  your  clay-begotten  feet. 
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NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

The  summer  term  at  Pendle  Hill,  Quaker  school  for 
advanced  studies  in  religion  and  social  testimonies,  of- 
fers courses  in  “The  Biblical  Covenant”  by  Maurice 
Friedman  of  Sarah  Lawrence  College  and  Hebrew  Un- 
ion College;  “Principles  and  Testimonies  of  Friends” 
by  J.  Floyd  Moore  of  Guilford  College;  “The  U.S.A. 
in  1957”  by  A.  J.  Muste,  secretary  emeritus  of  the  Fel- 
lowship of  Reconciliation;  “Jesus  Christ  in  Early  Quak- 
erism” by  Maurice  A.  Creasey  of  Woodbrooke,  Birming- 
ham, England. 

As  former  students  well  know,  the  above  announce- 
ment gives  little  idea  of  the  stimulating  experience  of 
studying  at  Pendle  Hill,  with  its  informal  discussions 
between  faculty  and  students,  its  opportunities  for  stim- 
ulating personal  contacts  and  creative  work  along  ar- 
tistic or  literary  lines.  Full  information  may  be  obtained 

from  Pendle  Hill,  338  Plush  Mill  Rd.,  Wallingford,  Pa. 

* # . 

This  summer,  beginning  June  16,  Sequoia  Seminars, 
will  present  a full  program  of  two-week  seminars  at  the 
camp  at  Ben  Lomond,  California.  These  seminars  are 
the  outgrowth  of  the  interest  in  a new  type  of  study 
of  the  Biblical  records  of  the  life  and  teachings  of 
Jesus,  started  about  50  years  ago  by  Dr.  Henry  Burton 
Sharman.  All  seminars  are  experimental  in  the  sense 
that  the  program  is  adjusted  to  the  needs  of  the  group, 
but  all  are  led  by  experienced  leaders,  among  them  Leon 
and  Lucille  Carley  of  Palo  Alto  Meeting,  Harry  J.  Rath- 
bun,  professor  of  law  at  Stanford  University,  and  his 
wife,  Amelia  Rathbun,  and  Willis  Harman,  associate 
professor  of  electrical  engineering  at  Stanford,  and  his 
wife,  Charlene  Harman.  All  seminars  are  limited  in 
membership  to  twenty  persons.  For  fuller  information 
and  rates  write  to  Sequoia  Seminar,  P.O.  Box,  678,  Palo 
Alto,  Calif. 

* * # 

From  Missoula,  Montana,  Edwin  Vail  (243  S.  2nd 
St.,  West)  reports:  “The  Missoula  Meeting  now  meets 
every  Sunday  at  10:30  a.m.,  and  at  11:15  or  thereabouts 
we  have  a discussion  on  some  subject  of  interest  to  all. 
The  children  sit  with  us  for  the  first  fifteen  minutes,  then 
adjourn  to  a private  home  for  Sunday  School,  since  our 
meeting  room  is  in  the  office  of  Phil  Stanley’s  Color  Lab. 
Often  there  are  about  8 adults  at  meeting,  but  on  March 
31,  we  had  a nice  group  of  ten,  plus  2 teen-age  girls. 


Our  discussion  on  this  day  was  very  meaningful;  it  was 
on  Jessamyn  West’s  new  book  To  See  the  Dream,  ably 
reviewed  by  LaVerne  Taylor.  It  is  hard  to  express  our 
experience  together;  we  had  several  hearty  laughs,  min- 
gled with  tears,  — not  only  from  the  laughter  but  from 
the  deeper  meanings  in  the  humorous  passages  read  to 
us.  Perhaps  I could  put  it  that  we  were  all  brought  closer 
together  by  our  finding  a spiritual  experience  in  the  midst 
of  beautiful  descriptive  and  humorous  writing  brought 
alive  by  La  Verne’s  excellent  reading.” 

# # # 

Born:  on  March  25,  1957,  to  Gene  and  Joan  Kirchner 
Conrad,  120  N.  23rd  St.,  Corvallis,  Oregon,  a son  named 
Mark  Evan  Conrad. 

Born : on  November  20,  1956,  to  Jose  Tomas  Zepeda 
and  Magali  Sein  de  Zepeda  of  Victor  Hugo  108,  Dept. 
3,  Mexico,  D.F.,  a daughter  named  Francoise  Zepeda. 
Her  grandparents  are  Heberto  and  Suzanne  Sein  of 
Mexico  City  Meeting.  Her  father,  Jose  Zepeda,  is  from 
Nicaragua  and  is  an  economist  with  the  United  Nations 
Economic  Commission  for  Latin  America. 

Neivly  arrived:  to  the  home  of  Clarence  and  Mildred 
Burck  (lit.  1,  Box  167,  Monmouth,  Oregon),  Roger 
Thurston  Burck,  born  in  Seoul,  Korea,  August  17,  1952, 
and  arrived  in  the  United  States  October  22,  1956;  and 
Ellen  Elizabeth  Burck,  born  in  Seoul,  Korea,  December 
31,  1953,  and  arrived  in  the  United  States  February  21, 
1957. 

* ■ a # 

Died:  on  March  16,  at  Portland,  Oregon,  Rachel  A 
Carter,  an  attender  at  Multnomah  County  Preparative 
Meeting,  aged  90  years.  She  is  survived  by  her  daughter, 

Esther  C.  Richards,  two  sons,  and  five  grandchildren, 
a a a 

The  Eugene  Meeting  reports  that  a campus  worship 
group  at  the  University  of  Oregon  has  been  meeting  for 
seven  weeks  now  at  the  Student  Union  building.  The 
time  is  Tuesday  afternoon  at  4:45,  and  so  far  maximum 
attendance  has  been  eleven. 

a a a 

Leslie  P.  Spelman  of  Riverside-Redlands  Meeting 
(1228  Center  St.,  Redlands,  Calif.)  will  be  going  to 
London  this  summer,  in  order  to  deliver  a lecture  at 
the  International  Congress  of  Organists.  He  hopes  also 
to  visit  on  the  continent,  as  well  as  in  England. 


INTERIM  FINANCE  REPORT 

March  7,  1957 


Balance  from  last  year  $2804.33 

From  Individuals  21.14 

From  Meetings: 

Vancouver,  Canadian  $40  equals  $ 41.30 

Seattle  258.00 

Willamette  75.00 

Eugene  25.00 

Salt  Lake  City  10.00 

Berkeley  ____  186.00 

San  Francisco  104.00 

Palo  Alto  264.00 

San  Fernando  92.00 

Pasadena,  Orange  Gr.  360.00 

Santa  Monica  4.00 

Los  Angeles  50.00 

Claremont  74.00 

Riverside-Redlands  13.82 

Albuquerque  ..  58.00 

Whittier  Area  Mtg.  46.00 


$1661.12  $1661.12 
75.00 
6.00 
44.22 


$4611.81 


-~$  116.63 

700.00 
54.92 

156.00 
11.14 

250.00 
159.92 

75.00 

$2600.00 
488.20 

$3088.20 

$4611.81 

Robert  L.  Simkin, 
treasurer 


The  September-October,  1956,  issue  of  the  Bulletin, 
page  7,  fifth  item  in  the  left  column  reads: 

Religious  Education  in  the  Home  Bulletin 

Account  $160.45 

This  is  a printer’s  error. 

The  correct  figure  is 


Yearly  Meeting  Expenses  at  La  Honda 
Bulletin 
Clerk  & Secretary  Expenses 
Mimeograph  Machine 

Education  Committee  

Friends  World  Committee 
Travel  to  Race  Relations  Conference 
A.F.S.C.  For  Kenya  Work 
Balances: 

Metropolitan  Savings  & Loan  ... 

Bank  of  America  


Palo  Alto  for  Kenya  Work 
Registrations  at  La  Honda 
Interest  


$106.45 
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THE  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 

Bulletin  Committee:  Grace  Lawrence,  chair- 

man; Esther  C.  Richards,  editor;  Laura  Gritz- 
ner,  Dorothy  Lash,  Madeleine  Stephenson, 
John  Ullman. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Friends  Bulletin,  2814  N.E.  27th 
Ave.,  Portland  12,  Oregon. 


As  usual,  in  the  list  we  always  hope  will  be  “accurate 
and  complete”,  a Meeting  was  omitted.  We  are  sorry 
for  this  error  and  hope  it  may  be  possible  for  those  of 
you  who  keep  the  list  on  your  desks  for  reference,  to 
paste  this  item  to  the  bottom  of  the  list  printed  in  the 
February-March  issue. 

CONTRA  COSTA 

Preparative  Meeting  under  care  of  Berkeley 

Meeting  for  worship : Sunday,  10  a.m.,  at  796  Grayson 
Rd,  Pleasant  Hill,  Calif.,  in  the  Walmer  Academy  of  the 
Seventh-day  Adventist  church. 

Clerk-.  Helen  Grinstead,  3100  Consuelo  Rd.,  Concord, 
Calif. 

Sunday  School : children  take  part  in  meeting  for  wor- 
ship and  discussion. 

# # * 

Another  correction  — Jean  Duckles  points  out  to  us 
that  we  omitted  the  number  in  the  address  of  the  Casa 
de  los  Amigos  in  Mexico  City.  If  you  wish  to  reserve 
accommodations  in  the  Casa,  please  write  to  the  director, 
Ignacio  Mariscal  132,  Mexico  1,  D.F. 


YEARLY  MEETING  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

The  Interim  Committee,  meeting  in  Berkeley,  Calif., 
March  9,  appointed  the  following  to  serve  on  the  No- 
minating Committee  for  two  years:  Beulah  Thorn- 
burg, 540  N.  5th  St.,  Corvallis,  Oregon;  John  Dorland, 
539  East  Villa,  Pasadena  4,  Calif.;  Harold  Carson, 
Box  349,  Houghton,  Washington.  Margaret  Simkin, 
John  Salyer  and  Patricia  Stewart  continue  as  mem- 
bers, with  Margaret  Simkin  ( 1032  W.  36th  St.,  Los 
Angeles  7,  Calif. ) as  chairman. 

Certain  recommendations  as  to  the  procedure  for  the 
Nominating  Committee  were  also  made,  among  them 
being: 

a)  Each  Monthly  Meeting  is  asked  to  send  to  the 
committee  recommendation  of  from  one  to  three  mem- 
bers who  are  interested,  able  and  available  for  Yearly 
Meeting  service,  indicating  the  particular  area  of  interest 
of  each. 

b)  A plan  of  area  representation  is  to  be  followed 
where  possible,  and  the  committee  is  urged  also  to  con- 
sider the  training  of  younger  Friends  for  Monthly  and 


Yearly  Meeting  responsibilities. 

c)  The  Nominating  Committee  should  consult  with  the 
Interim  Committee  for  suggestion  before  nominations  are 
presented  at  Nearly  Meeting,  and  a list  may  be  posted 
early  in  the  sessions  indicating  who  are  continuing  on 
committees  and  where  there  are  vacancies. 


REQUEST  TO  MONTHLY  MEETINGS 

The  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Year- 
ly Meeting,  Vern  James,  asks  that  those  Meetings  which 
have  not  sent  in  their  contributions  to  the  Yearly  Meet- 
hig,  please  do  so  as  soon  as  possible.  The  treasurer  is 
Robert  L.  Simkin,  1032  West  36th  St..  Los  Angeles 
7,  Calif. 


LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 

Semantic  difficulties  have  a habit  of  appearing  when- 
ever a definite  opinion  has  been  expressed,  as  is  im- 
plied in  the  common  response,  “Well,  it  depends  what 
you  mean  by  . . .” 

Both  Peter  Gulbrandsen  and  I share  an  English  Quak- 
er connotation  with  the  term  “retreat.”  It  is  well  known 
that  the  very  first  of  the  asylums,  or  mental  hospitals, 
that  was  operated  on  a sympathetic  and  creative  basis, 
was  established  by  English  Friends  at  York,  and  that  for 
some  reason  they  named  it  “The  Retreat.”  I am  sure 
part  of  the  protest  to  the  use  of  the  word  “retreat,” 
aside  from  its  military  association,  springs  from  this 
mental  hospital  use.  We  need  another  more  truly  des- 
criptive word  to  describe  the  kind  of  experience  a group 
of  friends  enjoy  at  a week-end  together,  that  is  certainly 
more  than  a time  spent  in  morbid  introspection. 

Unfortunately  our  day  has  a prolification  of  semantic 
difficulties.  We  seem  to  tire  of  a word  that  describes 
ci  process,  ard  then  sdopt  with  enthusiasm,  as  it  were 
a labor-saving  gadget,  a new  word  that  can  be  applied 
to  the  same  old  process.  For  example,  an  ordinary  dis- 
cussion group  has  become  a “workshop,”  an  organized 
discussion  with  several  of  the  vocal  members  of  group 
set  up  as  leaders,  has  become  a “panel,”  and  a forward- 
looking  search  has  become  a “retreat.” 

One  sometimes  wonders  how  far  this  process  can  go. 
Will  the  word  “good”  become  so  confused  in  behavior 
as  to  be  indistinguishable  from  “bad”?  Will  the  char- 
acteristics of  a life  that  has  been  thought  of  as  Christ- 
like,  become  confused  to  the  point  it  has  nothing  to  dis- 
tinguish it?  The  terms  we  use  to  describe  our  search 
are  relatively  unimportant  unless  they  cause  us  to  lose 
fellowship  and  thus  make  some  sort  of  retreat  necessary- 
in  order  to  re-establish  harmony  and  progress. 

—Robert  Dann 

2584  Alaula  Way,  Honolulu  14 
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